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Whenever we think of heaven, many of us are actually pretty 

selfish. We imagine heaven as a place where our family members and 
friends go after they pass away and wait for us to join them one day so 
we can be reunited and happy forever. While this is very comforting to 
us and isn’t wrong, is that really what heaven is like? Is heaven just a 
place for me and the people I like? 

 
We have a more accurate image of heaven in our second reading 

today from the Book of Revelation. That reading started with the 
words, “I, John, had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could 
count, from every nation, race, people, and tongue.” As members of 
the catholic/universal church, this should be our primary image of 
heaven. While this certainly includes our circle of family and friends, it 
extends much further beyond our own group. In heaven, we will be 
sharing a space with people from other nations and different races. It 
will include people we’ve never met before and even the groups of 
people we do not like for whatever reason. The diversity of heaven will 
be so great that no one will be able to count the number of people. It 
will be a resurrection community gathered around the throne and the 
lamb for all eternity. 

 
If heaven is as expansive as the Book of Revelation states, many of 

us are caught in a contradiction: we want to be good Christians who 
love the Lord, but we also want heaven to be a place for just our circle 
of family and friends. As a result, we often struggle as a Church to be 



multi-ethnic communities gathered around a single altar. While some 
separation is understandable, deep divides within the Body of Christ are 
not, especially for diverse communities that share the same 
neighborhoods and the same Catholic faith. 

 
Sarah Shin, the Korean-American author of Beyond Colorblind, has 

done a lot of work in building multi-ethnic Christian communities. 
Instead of the dominate group trying to control the space, she 
encourages everyone in the community to respect each other’s 
ethnicities because they are made for good by God. Speaking about our 
ethnicities, she writes, “these are non-negligible parts of our identities, 
even if we have been told that they should be hidden, forgotten, 
assimilated, rejected, or disregarded” (29-30) As a Christian 
community, we should never ask someone to hide, forget, or reject 
their ethnic identity or make her assimilate or disregard herself to fit in. 
That isn’t a prelude to heaven. 

 
On earth, we should be imitating the multi-ethnic community of heaven. 
 
How are we creating and celebrating our multi-ethnic Catholic 

Community? What can I do to expand my understanding of heaven?  
 
In our Gospel, Jesus tells us that the only qualification to be his 

follower is to be able to hear his voice. Once we follow him, the Good 
Shepherd, nothing will be able to take us out of his hand and the sun 
and heat shall not strike us down. “Your invitation,” as Sarah Shin says, 
“is to embrace your ethnic identity and to hear God’s voice of kindness 
and affirmation of how he made you.” (40) 


